


 

 
 
 
EXPERT SOURCE LIST 
 
A list of experts is available to discuss the following topics: 
 

• Threats to the built and natural environment generated by hurricanes  
 
• Wind loads acting on structures and the probable failure mechanisms expected 

during hurricanes 
 

• Coastal residences susceptible to high wind and storm surge damage 
 

• Safety/usability assessments on damaged structures 
 

• Infrastructure and construction vulnerabilities hurricanes reveal  
 

• Ways to reduce risk to infrastructure, processes and human safety prior to a 
hurricane 

 
• Structural inspection of facilities considered essential prior to a hurricane 

 
 



 

 
 
FACT SHEET 
 
Overview 
Engensus is a private, comprehensive company specializing in hurricane engineering. It was founded 
to help reduce future hurricane damage and assist businesses and public entities in understanding 
and managing their hurricane risk. Established in 2006 and located in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
Engensus’ partners are products of Louisiana State University’s Hurricane Center, the first such 
university center of its kind. Engensus strives to help businesses, industry, government agencies 
and insurance companies quantify risks and reduce future hurricane damage by characterizing 
hurricane threats, assessing infrastructure vulnerabilities, predicting consequences of damage and 
recommending targeted mitigation.  
 
About Hurricane Engineering 
Hurricane Engineering is a new branch of civil engineering that aims to minimize the threats from 
hurricanes to human safety, the natural and built environments, and to business and industrial 
processes. Hurricane engineering integrates the practices of structural engineering, wind 
engineering, costal engineering and other related fields to comprehensively deal with hurricane 
hazards. A Hurricane Engineering curriculum has been in development at LSU over the past several 
years through a grant from the National Science Foundation. The National Science Board recently 
recommended that the U.S. Congress make a major investment in the further development of 
Hurricane Science and Engineering.  The concept is similar to Earthquake Engineering, another civil 
engineering discipline which gathers disparate engineering and science specialties to solve a  
larger problem. 

 
Engensus Services 

• Wind Engineering 
• Structural Engineering 
• Coastal Consulting 
• Preparedness Consulting 
• Vulnerability Assessments 
• Hurricane Risk Mitigation 
• Forensic Engineering 
• Rebuilding and Restoration 

 
Industry Focus 
Insurance and risk management, petrochemical, engineering, architecture, construction, emergency 
preparedness and government (state, federal and local). 

 
Events & Presentations 

• Twelfth International Conference on Wind Engineering, Cairns, July 2007 
• Louisiana Civil Engineering Conference and Show, Kenner, LA, September 2006  
• Fourth European and African Conference on Wind Engineering, Prague, July 2005  
• Tenth America’s Conference on Wind Engineering, Baton Rouge, May 2005 
• Louisiana Civil Engineering Conference and Show, Kenner, LA, September 2004  
• Fifth International Colloquium on Bluff Body Aerodynamics and Applications,  

Ottawa, July 2004 
 

Published Articles & White Papers 
“A Review of Wind Speeds and Storm Surge Elevations in Southwest Louisiana During Hurricane 
Rita,” ENGENSUS, Baton Rouge, 2006 
 
“A Review of Wind Speeds and Storm Surge Elevations in Southeast Louisiana During Hurricane 
Katrina,” ENGENSUS, Baton Rouge, 2006 
 
“A Review of Wind Speed Data Recorded at the ExxonMobil Refinery During Hurricane Katrina,” 
ENGENSUS, Baton Rouge, 2006 



 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 
NEW BATON ROUGE STARTUP COMPANY TO SPECIALIZE 

IN HURRICANE ENGINEERING AND CONSULTING 
 
 
BATON ROUGE, La. (October 6, 2006)—Engensus, the nation’s first consulting company 

specializing in hurricane engineering and risk mitigation, is opening its doors and expertise to 

architects, emergency planners, government officials, and businesses across the globe.  

Based in South Louisiana, the new startup will help businesses, industry, government 

agencies, insurance companies, and homeowners reduce future hurricane damage and understand 

and manage their hurricane risk. Engensus will provide clients with expert consultation regarding 

hurricane threats, consequences of hurricane damage, and practical mitigation strategies by 

offering a unique array of interdisciplinary services, including: civil/structural engineering, wind 

engineering, forensic engineering, coastal processes consulting, vulnerability analysis, and 

hurricane risk mitigation consulting. 

Engensus is the product of the vision of three entrepreneurs with ties to Louisiana State 

University. Joey Coco has several years experience in the practice and management of civil 

engineering. He holds a bachelor of science in civil engineering and a master of business 

administration from LSU.  Sam Amoroso has several years of experience in civil engineering 

design, wind engineering and wind tunnel testing. He has a bachelor of science in civil 

engineering from LSU and is close to completing his doctoral degree on the topic of wind effects 

on petrochemical structures. Marc Levitan, Ph.D. has more than 20 years experience in research, 

education and consulting in wind, hurricane, and structural engineering. He is the Director of the 

LSU Hurricane Center and the Charles P. Siess, Jr. Associate Professor of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering. 

Many of the ideas leading to the establishment of the firm have their origins in research 

and academic programs at the LSU Hurricane Center and the Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering at LSU. These organizations developed the concepts and established 

coursework in hurricane engineering with initial grant support from the National Science 

- more - 

 



 
 

Page 2 
Hurricane Engineering 

 
 

Foundation (NSF). Highlighting the timely nature of this new venture, the National Science 

Board, the NSF’s governing body, released a draft report last week calling for major national 

investments in hurricane science and engineering, which are needed to combat the increasing 

trend of hurricane damage and destruction. 

Engensus is positioned to become the premiere private firm offering this unique field of 

engineering and consulting services. Given that hurricane damage and losses in the United States 

and around the globe are increasing rapidly due to migration of population to vulnerable 

coastlines, Engensus has tremendous national and international growth potential. 

About Engensus Engineering and Consulting 

Engensus is a private, comprehensive company specializing in hurricane engineering. It was 

founded to help reduce future hurricane damage and assist businesses and public entities in 

understanding and managing their hurricane risk. Established in 2006 and located in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, Engensus’ partners are products of Louisiana State University’s Hurricane Center, the first 

such university center of its kind. Engensus strives to help businesses, industry, government agencies 

and insurance companies quantify risks and reduce future hurricane damage by characterizing hurricane 

threats, assessing infrastructure vulnerabilities, predicting consequences of damage and recommending 

targeted mitigation. For more information on Engensus, visit www.engensus.com. 

 
### 

 
 
 
  Interviews, Photos and Graphics Available.  
  OBJECT 9 MEDIA CONTACTS:  Shelly Dupré shelly@object9.com 
  (225) 368.9899 or (337) 962.5288 mobile 
   
   Lesley Mason     lesley@object9.com 
  (225) 368.9899 or (619) 733.0925 mobile 
 

 
 

http://www.engensus.com/


 

 
 
 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
Who is Engensus Engineering and Consulting?  
Winner of the 2006 “New Venture Business Plan” competition at Louisiana State University, 
Engensus is the first private comprehensive company to offer hurricane engineering  
consulting services. 

 
 

What does Engensus do? 
Engensus helps businesses, industry, government agencies and insurance companies quantify risks 
and reduce future hurricane damage by characterizing hurricane threats, assessing infrastructure 
vulnerabilities, predicting consequences and recommending targeted mitigation. 
 
 
Where is Engensus located? 
Engensus is located in South Louisiana, but focuses on work in any area of the world prone to 
tropical cyclone activity. 

 
 

When was Engensus started? 
Engensus was started in 2006.  
 
 
Why was Engensus started? 
Engensus was started to help reduce future hurricane damage and assist businesses and public 
entities understand and manage their hurricane risk. 
 
 
What is Hurricane Engineering? 
Hurricane Engineering is a new branch of civil engineering that aims to minimize the threat to the 
natural and built environment, processes and human safety. 

 
The concepts of Hurricane Engineering have been in development at LSU over the past six years 
with a major grant from the National Science Foundation. The concept is similar to Earthquake 
Engineering.  

 
 

Why is this important? 
Hurricanes can have a severe impact on both human health and safety and the economic 
environment. Hurricanes can cause large productivity loses and crippling damage to a city’s 
infrastructure. 
 
 
Who do you work with? 
Engensus works with a variety of organizations, from architects and engineers to risk 
managers and government entities. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Russell J. “Joey” Coco, Jr., P.E., MBA  

Joey Coco is a licensed professional engineer in Louisiana with a vast 

range of experience in civil and structural engineering, as well as 

private sector engineering project management. He graduated from 

Louisiana State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil 

engineering and a master’s degree in business administration (MBA). 

Currently, Joey is working towards completing a coastal engineering 

certification program from Old Dominion University. Joey has 

experience in forensics, residential and commercial building structural 

design for high wind regions. He also has extensive experience in the 

structural design of large bridges, buildings, water resource structures, shallow foundations and deep 

pile and drilled shaft foundations. Joey is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and is a 

managing partner of Engensus Engineering and Consulting. 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Joffrey Easley, P.E., MSCE 

Joffrey Easley is a professional engineer licensed in Louisiana with 

several years of private industry design experience. He graduated 

from Louisiana State University, Summa Cum Laude, with a Bachelor 

of Science and Master of Science in communications engineering, 

focusing on structural engineering and hurricane engineering. For his 

master’s thesis, Joffrey developed performance-based design 

procedures for essential facilities. Joffrey is an associate member of 

the wind load subcommittee for ASCE 7 for the 2010 revision cycle of 

the standard. He is versed in a wide range of infrastructure and 

transportation structures and his experience includes the design of bridges, light commercial facilities, 

deep foundations and water treatment facilities. Joffrey has taken many hurricane engineering courses 

offered at Louisiana State University’s Hurricane Center. He is a member of the National Society of 

Professional Engineers and the American Society of Civil Engineers. 



 
 

 
 

 
Samuel D. Amoroso, P.E.  

Sam Amoroso is a licensed professional engineer with many years of 

combined professional and academic experience. Upon graduating 

Summa Cum Laude in civil engineering from Louisiana State 

University, Sam worked as a civil/structural engineer in Texas. In 

2003, he returned to Louisiana to pursue a Ph.D. in wind effects on 

structures with the LSU Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Department and the LSU Hurricane Center. His dissertation research 

addressed the continued development of wind tunnel testing practice 

and the standardization of wind load analysis in the engineering 

community. Sam’s professional experience includes wind load consulting, wind tunnel testing and 

investigation of structural damage caused by hurricanes. In addition, he has several years of experience 

in the design of heavy civil infrastructure. Sam has contributed to technical conferences on the subjects 

of wind engineering and structural engineering. Sam is an active member of the American Society of 

Civil Engineers’ Task Committee on Wind Induced Forces and is a member of both the American Society 

of Civil Engineers and the American Association for Wind Engineers. 
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